have, and we have received so many inquiries from practitioners as to how the reaction is obtained that we take this opportunity of referring to it and of quoting the method from Cammidge's Arris and Gale Lecture of 1904. The reaction consists of two distinct parts, described as reaction A and reaction B respectively.
Technique of Reaction A. " The specimen of urine to be examined is filtered and ten cubic centimetres of the filtrate are poured into a small flask. One cubic centimetre of strong hydrochloric acid is added, and a funnel having been placed in the neck to act as a condenser the flask is placed on a sandbath and gently boiled for ten minutes after the first sign of ebullition is detected.
A mixture of five cubic centimeters of the filtered urine and five cubic centimetres of distilled water is then poured into the flask, which is afterwards cooled in running water. The excess of acid is now neutralised by slowly adding four grammes of lead carbonate and, after standing for a few minutes to allow of the completion of the reaction, the urine is filtered through a moistened filter paper and the flask is washed out with five cubic centimeters of distilled water on to the filter. To Cammidge's reaction is probably too complicated to be carried out in private practice, so that it is likely that urines to be tested for it will mostly be sent to special laboratories. Cammidge's reaction as described by the author consists of three parts; namely, (1) Reaction A; (2) reaction B ; (3) the rates of solubility of crystals obtained. There is evidence to show that of these three parts, only reaction A has any diagnostic value; so that if reaction A is all that one need trouble about, the test is really not a very complicated one, and there are many who hold the opinion that reaction A, according as it is positive or negative, affords evidence of the presence or absence of pancreatic disease.
